THE   SHORT   STORY

literature have gone philosophical ideas too tenuous for the philo-
sophers, dreams too literal for plastic expression, facts too uncor-
related for science, and emotions too intertwined with the particular
instance to find expression in the glorious and precise abstractions of
music." In other words, literature might be described as a reservoir
of human emotions and feelings. And critically our task, not only in
the short story, but in all literary forms, is to assimilate this material
and to use it as the basis for the tradition in revolutionary American
writing that we all seek to further and develop.
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